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Nye County 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

 

1 Executive Summary 
 
Nye County, Nevada  
is a unit of local government with a 
demonstrated commitment to promoting 
economic development and diversification within its communities and neighboring Counties. Nye 
County is eager to promote sustainable development that supports community goals, existing 
businesses, and targeted industries.  Within the past five years alone Nye County has made great strides 
in recruiting County Management with comprehensive backgrounds and skills in both the private and 
public sector.  The County has a new Manager, Director of Community Development, and Grant 
Administrator all focused on economic development and diversification. 
 
The current Nye County Manager brings more than 30 years of financial and business management 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
economic development initiatives. The County Manager began her tenure in local government as Nye 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
management systems; implemented numerous procedural changes in reporting data to elected officials 
and department heads; streamlined processes in accounts payable, accounts receivable, and budget 
development; and reorganized the Finance Department to strengthen grants management and budget 
monitoring. The now County Manager was promoted to Assistant County Manager in 2007 and to 
County Manager in February 2012. Since 2007, she has played an active role in promoting economic 
development and diversification throughout the County by facilitating interactions among the full 
spectrum of stakeholders. The County Manager ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) initiative.  

 
The Acting Nye County Director of Community Development and General Manager of the Nye County 
Water District (NCWD) brings 23 years of energy industry experience and nine years of government 
experience as an engineer, attorney, manager and executive. The position oversees planning, natural 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
developers interested in siting projects in Nye County.  The Community Development Director also 
ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ (DOE) and Department of Defense (DOD) 
representatives for matters related to their associated federal activities within Nye County. 
 
The Nye County Grant Administrator has more than seven years of experience in government 
administration. Initially hired in February 2005, in the Human Resources Department she was promoted 
ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DǊŀƴǘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ in July 2010 and was tasked with managing the Nye County 
Brownfields Job Training Program developed under a grant funded through the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the first and only such grant awarded within the State of Nevada. The Grant 
Administrator has attended several State-sponsored economic development workshops and 
represented Nye County on the State of Nevada Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
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committee. Responsibilities include: providing technical assistance in the preparation of request for 
proposals or qualifications in accordance with Federal, State and Local procurement regulations; 
preparing quarterly progress and financial reports; reviewing grant assurances and stipulations to 
ensure full compliance; and overseeing all expenses and invoices verifying allowable expenses prior to 
submittal to the purchasing and/or accounting department. 
 
Nye County initiated its CEDS process in January 2012. Through the CEDS development, Nye County has 
gained a greater understanding of the unique assets, socio-economic goals and objectives, infrastructure 
challenges, job training and education deficiencies, and business support needs of each of its 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CEDS process was best evidenced by the direct involvement of the County Manager, the Community 
Development Director, the Grants Administrator, and community leaders in each of the six main 
population centers within the County (Amargosa Valley, Beatty, Gabbs, Pahrump, Round Mountain, and 
Tonopah). 
 
The CEDS approach included extensive meetings with representatives from the entire County and then 
one-on-one meetings with each of the six main communities.  These meetings included key public, 
private, and institutional stakeholders, business representatives, and County residents comprising the 
CEDS Strategy Committee and Community Committees. The CEDS meetings reinforced a clear sense of 
frustration with the status quo across the County regarding economic development and job creation and 
a desire to identify practical strategies that can help the entire County move forward in a more focused 
and cohesive manner. The ultimate goal was to create a living document for each of the six main 
population communities as well as Nye County. 
 
As a result of these activities, Nye County identified regional projects, programs, and activities and 
proposed an implementation strategy (See Tables 20 through 22). Every effort was made to achieve 
consistency with the State of Nevada economic development goals and objectives outlined in the 
bŜǾŀŘŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΣ άaƻǾƛƴƎ bŜǾŀŘŀ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ: A Plan for Excellence in Economic Development, 
2012 ς нлмпΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic 
Development Administratioƴ ό95!ύ ά/95{ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ /ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘέ ŀƴŘ 13 C.F.R. §303.7 άwŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎέΦ To ensure cohesive and comprehensive 
implementation of the Nye County CEDS, the County has proposed forming the Nye County Regional 
Economic Development Authority (NCREDA) to embody the economic support structure critical to the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ economic welfare. As the economic development lead agency for the County, NCREDA will be 
responsible for seeing that key activities identified in the CEDS are carried out, resources are identified 
and utilized appropriately, and performance measures are evaluated and reported as stated. 
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2 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Planning 
 
On February 15, 2011, Nye County applied to the former Nevada Commission on Economic 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ Office of Economic Development (GOED)) to redirect funding from 
EDEN, Inc. (EDEN), to Nye County. EDEN had served as the economic development authority for the 
County for ten years, but responsibility for economic development initiatives had increasingly fallen to 
County Management, creating the need to shift economic development responsibilities to Nye County 
Administration.  
 
New opportunities in the field of renewable energy and utility-scale electricity production offered the 
potential for not only economic diversification and job growth but also new and/or upgraded 
infrastructure, particularly electrical transmission.  These opportunities demanded close coordination 
between County staff and the federal agencies responsible for managing lands within Nye County to 
ensure new commercial developments were compatible with existing Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Department of Energy (DOE) operations.  Additionally, foreign investment interest in Nye County 
required County staff to coordinate with national and international agencies. 
 
In April 2011, the former Nevada Commission on Economic Development redirected funding for 
economic development to Nye County. County staff immediately began assessing the status of 
economic development strategies and planning processes throughout the County, which became the 
basis for the development of a new CEDS.  It was determined a new CEDS was necessary to address the 
current socio-economic conditions and to identify concrete community and economic development 
objectives for the entire County and those specific to its major communities.  Nye County formed a CEDS 
Strategy Committee to identify the specific issues the new planning document should address and the 
process for gathering input from diverse stakeholders throughout the communities.   
 
Through the CEDS process, County staff determined that while Nye County communities share many 
characteristics a regional approach to economic development was necessary to address the unique 
assets, impediments and goals of each of its communities while developing overarching strategies that 
would enhance efforts across the County. This exercise has demonstrated the need for a County-wide 
regional development authority (RDA) with wide-spread  participation from business and industry, 
County and Town government, academic institutions, job training organizations, and other stakeholders. 
 
Nye County is working to create a new organization, the Nye County Regional Economic Development 
Authority (NCREDA) Figure 1 (pg. 10)Σ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Dh95Ωǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 
economic development.  Nye County is proposing to form the NCREDA to embody the economic support 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ b/w95!Ωǎ Ǿƛǎƛon, mission, objectives, and strategic 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ όŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜύ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Dh95 {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ άaƻǾƛƴƎ bŜǾŀŘŀ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΥ ! tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
Excellence in Economic Development, 2012 ς нлмпέΦ b/w95! ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ Dh95 ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ 
economic development efforts, learn from the successes and challenges of other RDAs, and proactively 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ w5!ǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ with this CEDS.   
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Figure 1.  Nye County, Regional Economic Development Authority Org Chart 
 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /95{ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴt economy and propose short and long-term 
strategies that will support job creation through the retention and expansion of existing businesses, 
facilitation of the entrepreneurial enterprises that create new businesses, and attraction and 
recruitment of new business investment, as these strategies align with the GOED strategy. The CEDS 
development process entails close coordination with each of the six main communities within Nye 
County, as they all have unique economic development challenges. Core elements of the Nye County 
approach for this CEDS process are broken down by each of the six main communities identified, as well 
as Nye County as a whole.   
 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /95{ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 
involvement of the County staff and the diverse group of stakeholders from communities throughout 
the County that formed the CEDS Strategy Committee.  
 

2.1 Stakeholder Coordination 
Nye County evaluates the impact of County services on existing business enterprises to promote 
business expansion and retention and to provide entrepreneurial support. The evaluations include one-
on-one interviews with local businesses to determine what existing services provided by Nye County are 
beneficial, not beneficial, or could be improved as well as what new services the business community 
would like the County to adopt. A minimum of twelve interviews are conducted each month using a 
standardized questionnaire. With data obtained from the questionnaires, Nye County staff can 
determine what actions/services/levels of support are necessary to retain and expand businesses, and 
promote entrepreneurial enterprise development. If these actions/services/levels of support are beyond 
the purview of the County, the County coordinates with relevant service providers (local chambers of 
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commerce, educational institutions, Nevada Job Connect, etc.) to address the perceived or established 
need.  

 
Upon assuming the economic development role from EDEN, the County systematically coordinated a 
series of meetings with key stakeholders, elected leadership (township, municipal, and County), non-
profit institutions, medical centers, educational institutions, chambers of commerce, economic 
development specialists, and local employers. The focus of these meetings was to review perceived 
opportunities and needs as well as to establish relationships among the stakeholders to promote 
communication and initiate discussions on the connections and linkages among each of the 
stakeholders. The County used these meetings to request assistance in identifying key individuals and 
interest groups that should be included in the CEDS process. The individuals identified through this 
process were invited to participate as members of the CEDS Strategy Committee. Additionally, each 
representative was asked to identify a community leader that could bring information from the Strategy 
Committee to their respective communities to solicit additional involvement in the process and enhance 
communications throughout the County.  

 

2.2 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee 
In January 2012, the County formed a preliminary CEDS planning committee, comprised of the Nye 
County Manager, multiple Department Heads and other County staff, to establish the process for 
obtaining widespread community involvement in the CEDS development process.  This initial planning 
committee recognized the need to involve as many community and business leaders as possible to 
create an effective strategy for economic development.  The planning committee was subsequently 
expanded to include Town Managers and Board Members, many of whom are not only public servants 
but are also owners and employees of private business enterprises within the County. The expanded 
membership provided insight into community-specific needs and identified additional members for the 
CEDS Strategy Committee.  The CEDS Strategy Committee members also formed smaller Community 
Committees to address issues specific to bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȄ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ (Amargosa, 
Beatty, Gabbs, Pahrump, Round Mountain, and Tonopah).  Participation in the CEDS Strategy Committee 
was solicited from a wide range of public and private stakeholders to ensure viewpoints from all sectors 
of the communities were considered, including: 

¶ Local government 

¶ Business 

¶ Industry 

¶ Finance 

¶ Agriculture 

¶ Environment 

¶ Professions (e.g. law, medicine, engineering, etc.) 

¶ Utilities  

¶ Education  

¶ Community organizations  

¶ Public health agencies  

¶ Workforce development 
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hƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлмнΣ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /95{ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
videoconferencing system in Beatty, Pahrump, and Tonopah to maximize participation throughout the 
County.  This meeting provided the CEDS Strategy Committee an opportunity to meet and discuss the 
CEDS process.  Between February and April 2012, a series of in-person Community Committee meetings 
were conducted in Amargosa Valley, Beatty, Gabbs, Pahrump, Round Mountain, and Tonopah.  The 
Community Committees were comprised of members of the Strategy Committee living and/or working 
in the six identified communities.  
 
Community Committee participants were provided an outline for assessing the core strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats facing their particular community and the County. The 
Community Committee meetings provided a venue for stakeholders to evaluate ideas discussed during 
the CEDS Strategy Committee meetings, to encourage the parties to talk through the issuesτactual and 
perceivedτimpacting area residents, to identify goals and objectives to address those issues, and to 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ όōƻǘƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅύ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
GOED State economic development plan, which emphasizes regional collaboration.  Nye County 
envisions its CEDS will serve as a plan for the County and the surrounding region consistent with the 
±ƛǎƛƻƴ όά! ǾƛōǊŀƴǘΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέύ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ όάIƛƎƘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ Wƻōǎ ŦƻǊ 
bŜǾŀŘŀƴǎέύ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ 

 
Members of the Nye County CEDS Strategy Committee and Community Committees included private 
residents and representatives from the following sectors and organizations: 
 

A. Public Leadership 

¶ Nye County Commissioners 

¶ Nye County Administration 

¶ Amargosa Valley Town Board Members 

¶ Beatty Town Advisory Board 

¶ Gabbs Town Board 

¶ Town of Gabbs 

¶ Pahrump Town Board Members 

¶ Town of Pahrump  

¶ Round Mountain Town Board Members 

¶ Tonopah Town Board Members 

¶ Nye County Water District Board Members 
 

B. Economic and Business Development Organizations (including private businesses) 

¶ Amargosa Valley Chamber of Commerce 

¶ Bank of America 

¶ Beatty Airport 

¶ Beatty Chamber of Commerce 

¶ Beatty Economic Development Corporation 

¶ Beatty Graphics 

¶ Beatty Water and Sanitation 

¶ Pahrump Chamber of Commerce 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Ver. 1.0 Nye County, Nevada 13 

June 29, 2012 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

¶ Tonopah Development Corporation 

¶ Rural Nevada Development Corporation 

¶ Pahrump Utility Company 

¶ Premier Magnesia, LLC 

¶ Front Sight Firearms Training Institute 

¶ Valley Electric Association 

¶ BEC Environmental, Inc. 
 

C. Employment and Training Sector 

¶ Beatty School 

¶ Career Connections Center 

¶ Gabbs School 

¶ Great Basin College 

¶ Nye County School District 

¶ Mount Charleston Corporation  
 

D. Community Organizations 

¶ Beatty Health and Welfare 

¶ Beatty Museum 

¶ Beatty Senior Apartments 

¶ .Ŝŀǘǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

¶ Beatty Volunteer Fire Department 

¶ Beatty Volunteer Ambulance Service 

¶ Gabbs VFW Post 3677 Ladies Auxiliary 

¶ Gabbs Parent Teacher Organization 

¶ Gabbs Volunteer Fire Department 

¶ Gabbs Senior Center 

¶ Gabbs Library 

¶ Nye Communities Coalition 
 
Without the support of all the businesses, industry representatives, chambers of commerce, community 
organizations, town board members, County commissioners and other crucial stakeholders, the in-depth 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƭƛǎǘŜd within this document 
could not have been achieved.  Nye County extends its sincere appreciation to all the individuals and 
organizations that participated in the CEDS process. County staff time and expertise were critical to the 
initiation and preparation of the CEDS.  Members of each Community Committee spent days, if not 
weeks, gathering and evaluating their local needs.  Each member volunteered his or her time to attend 
the meetings at which recommendations were formulated to address the issues that arose and potential 
resources were identified to carry out those recommendations.  Each individual involved in this process 
brought his or her unique expertise and background to the development of the CEDS, which has given 
this report a broad perspective.   
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2.3 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Goals 
The Strategy Committee established a set of goals to provide a framework for the development of the 
CEDS.  The goals for the development of this CEDS were to: 

 
1) Secure federal, state, local and private funding for priority economic development projects for 

the benefit of the entire County   
2) Focus strategic thinking on economic development in the County to improve local socio-

economic characteristics 
3) Recommend short-term strategies to retain jobs along with mid-term and long-term strategies 

to ignite job creation 
 
These goals for creating the CEDS guided the Strategy Committee and Community Committees in 
developing the County-wide and community-specific goals and objectives and associated action plans as 
well as prioritizing the identified projects.  These goals were identified because they are each critical to 
the implementation of the projects identified in Section 11 of this document.   
 
The first goal of overcoming financial barriers and securing financial resources is of utmost importance 
to facilitating economic development projects as well as delivering basic County services.   Public 
funding is an important part of this equation, particularly in the area of capital improvement projects 
(i.e. infrastructure, community facilities, etc.); however, Nye County is eager attract private investment 
capital as part of its long-term strategy for sustainable economic security.  The County is looking for pre-
seed grant funding for new concepts, seed/investment funding for projects with evolving business plans, 
and public and private loan programs for more established business plans.  One of the primary 
challenges faced by the County is scale of the investment needed, as most pre-seed and seed capital 
sources need to have a significant initial capital investment. 
 
In order to overcome the challenges to economic development and sustainability including those 
associated with funding, Nye CountyΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭ is to foster strategic thinking and develop strategies 
necessary to improve the socio-economic characteristics of the County and its communities.  The County 
has already demonstrated its commitment to strategic thinking through the focus placed on economic 
development by key staff and elected officials as well as through the effort put into the development of 
this CEDS.   
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /95{ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ 
economic development.  The job creation opportunities the County is focusing on include short-term 
and long-ǘŜǊƳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ  bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ 
targeting capital projects in the short-term, which can create jobs and sustain employment now and lay 
the groundwork for long-term economic progress.   In addition to construction and related employment 
tied to capital projects, the County plans to focus on job retention and expansion in the short-term by 
maximizing existing local opportunities.  These short-term targets for economic development include 
small business support and incubation and employment opportunities in key industries.  There are a 
host of long-term job growth opportunities in Nye County that link with a cohesive County-wide strategy 
and focused leadership. The core emphasis of long-term industry attraction strategies focuses upon 
emerging connections between the medical, educational, agribusiness and renewable energy industries.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Ver. 1.0 Nye County, Nevada 15 

June 29, 2012 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

 

2.4 Data Collection and Analysis 
Current economic performance metrics were compiled from an array of sources, including the Nevada 
Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS), the U.S. Census Bureau, and others. This information was collected and evaluated to help frame 
an understanding of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats influencing economic and 
community development across the entire County.  This information is also broken out by each of Nye 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȄ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 
Additionally, the following planning documents were reviewed as part of the CEDS development 
process: 

¶ Amargosa Valley Area Plan (2009) 

¶ Beatty Area Master Plan (In Development) 

¶ Beatty Open Space Plan (2009) 

¶ Community Source Water Protection Plan for Public Water Systems in Nye County, Nevada 
(Draft 2012) 

¶ Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for Nye County, Nevada (2007) 

¶ Moving Nevada Forward: A Plan for Excellence in Economic Development 2012 ς 2014 (2012) 

¶ Nye County Comprehensive Master Plan (2011) 

¶ Nye County Water Resources Plan (2004) 

¶ Pahrump Regional Planning District Master Plan Update (2003) 

¶ Strategic Economic Development Plan for Gabbs, Nevada:  Data Analysis and Workshop Results 
(2001) 

¶ The Century Plan for Tonopah Downtown Revitalization (2000) 

¶ Town of Pahrump, Nevada Community Assessment (2012)  
 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /95{ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
with an overview of broader economic forces in play throughout the County.  This assessment was used 
to establish an obƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats that may influence the entire County moving forward. 
 

2.5 Plan Organization 
The Nye County CEDS addresses each of the required areas presented in the CEDS guidelines published 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration (EDA).  This CEDS Plan is 
organized in such a way to enable individual communities and the County to utilize the whole report or 
specific sections to move forward with identified community and economic development projects and 
activities.  Below is a detailed description of each section: 
 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ о ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
natural resources, public and community services, infrastructure, and economic drivers.  The section 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΦ  !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
the CEDS planning process and included in this section, Nye County established a vision for community 
and economic development based on the input of the Strategy Committee and public as well as goals, 
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ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
overcome its weaknesses and threats. 
 
Sections 4 through 9 provide community-specific demographic, economic, and local resource 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ six most populated Towns, including Amargosa Valley, Beatty, Gabbs, 
Pahrump, Round Mountain, and Tonopah.  Each section evaluates the respective strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats facing the community and includes a vision statement, goals and objectives, 
and plan of action for achieving the TƻǿƴΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ and 
challenges, many of the goals and objectives identified were similar and consistent with County-wide 
objectives.  Sections 4 through 9 were compiled from information provided by each of the respective 
Community Committees, as well as data contained in the various planning documents listed in Section 
2.4 (pg. 15). 
 
Section 10 exemplifies bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ precincts which are also characterized as districts, smaller 
communities, settlements or unincorporated towns including two federally-recognized tribal 
settlements.  These areas include Crystal, Currant Creek, Duckwater, Ione, Manhattan, Mercury, and 
Sunnyside. 
 
Section 11 lists priority projects per each of the six communities.  Section 12 moves from identification 
of projects specific to the individual communities to establishment of a multi-faceted action plan for 
prioritized projects.  This action plan coordinates community-specific initiatives and capitalizes on 
existing and potential resources. As part of the planning process, the Strategy Committee identified key 
economic and community development projects that would have broad impacts on the local economies 
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Řevelopment plan, 
including:  (1) Clean Energy; (2) Health and Medical Services; (3) Mining, Materials, and Manufacturing; 
(4) Aerospace and Defense; (5) Business IT Ecosystems; (6) Logistics and Operations; and (7) Tourism, 
Gaming, and Entertainment.  Although not mentioned as one of the targeted sectors, Agriculture is also 
a potential resource within Nye County. While this is intended to be a comprehensive list of projects for 
the County and its communities, the list can be added to and updated as new projects are identified by 
the Strategy Committee. 
 
Section 13 describes the process for tracking progress made on priority projects and the status of 
economic development achievements in the County.  This process includes reporting overall metrics 
such as businesses attracted and new jobs created as well as project specific milestones and completion.  
Once established the Nye County Regional Economic Development Authority (NCREDA) will oversee and 
report the progress made on economic development activities to the County and Town boards on a 
regular basis. 
 
Section 14 is a comprehensive list of reference citations for sources utilized in the preparation of this 
report. 
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3 Nye County, Nevada 
 

Nye is the third largest county in the United States based on land area, 
covering some 11,614,080 acres or nearly 18,147 square miles.  The six main 

communities in Nye County, based on population, include the towns of 

Amargosa Valley, Beatty, Gabbs, Pahrump, Round Mountain/Smoky Valley, 

and Tonopah.  The 2010 population of 43,946 (2010 Census, Nye County 

Nevada) is heavily concentrated in the Pahrump Valley (36,583).  Nye 

County has a varied economic base which includes Natural Resources 
(agriculture) and Mining; Government; Leisure and Hospitality; and Trade, 

Transportatiƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 

include Health and Education Services and Construction. 
 
A decline in the national economy including a steep rise in the national, State, and local 
unemployment rates between 2008 and 2010 was magnified in Nye County.  The unemployment 
rate in Nye County exceeded the national unemployment rate by more than 150 percent for most 
of those three years, and in December 2010, the County unemployment rate was 17.1 percent.  For 
many years, Nye was the fastest growing County in United States, but in 2011, the Associated Press 
ranked Nye County one of the top five most economically disadvantaged counties in the nation.  
Additionally, the Small Business Administration designated Nye County as a Historically Underutilized 
Business Zone, or HUB Zone, in 2012.  
 
Almost 98 percent of Nye County falls under one form or another of federal land management practice, 
a major issue for the County, its taxing districts, and private users of public lands. The County is host to 
the Nevada Test and Training Range, the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS, formerly the Nevada Test 
Site), the National Wild Horse Management Area, the Railroad Valley Wildlife Management Area, a 
portion of Death Valley National Park (principally located in California), the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest and over 6,697,875 acres of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) managed lands. The County also 
contains portions of three Indian homelands, including the Duckwater, Yomba and Timbisha Shoshone 
Tribes. 

 
3.1 Background and History 
 

3.1.1 Demographic and Socioeconomic Data 
Nye County has a population of 43,946.  The median age of the population is 48.4 years, with 82.1 
percent (36,061) age 16 and older and 23.4 percent (10,301) age 65 and older. (2010 Census, Nye 
County and Nevada)  Table 1 (pg. 18) provides a summary of demographic and socioeconomic data for 
Nye County, Nevada, and the United States. 
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Table 1.  Nye County, Nevada, and United States Demographic and Socioeconomic Data 

Subject Nye County Nevada United States 

Population1 43,946 2,700,551 308,745,538 

Median Age (Years)1 48.4 36.3 37.2 

16 Years and Older1 82.1% 78.1% 78.8% 

65 Years and Older1 23.4% 12.0% 13.0% 

Percent Minority1 21.1% 45.9% 36.3% 

Average Household Size1 2.42 2.65 2.58  

Unemployment2 16.5% 13.7% 9.6% 

Poverty Rate3 18.9% 11.9% 13.8% 

Per Capita Income3 $22,687 $27,589 $27,334 

High School Graduate or Higher3 81.7% 84.3% 85.0% 

.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ3 10.5% 21.8% 27.9% 

No Health Insurance Coverage Rate4 23.6% 21.8% 15.0% 

Employed: No Health Insurance Coverage 
Rate4 

30.4% 21.6% 17.3% 

Unemployed: No Health Insurance Coverage 
Rate4 

74.6% 59.5% 47.4% 

Disability Status4 19.4% 10.3% 12.0% 
1
Data is from the 2010 U.S. Census data and is available at www.census.gov. 

2
Data for Nye County, Nevada, and the United States is for the 2010 average unemployment rate from the BLS and 

is available at www.bls.gov.  Data for Pahrump is reported from the 2010 Community Survey 3-year Estimates and 
is available at www.census.gov.  
3
Data is from the 2010 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates and is available at www.census.gov. 

4
Data is from the 2010 American Community Survey 3-year Estimates and is available at www.census.gov.    

 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ мΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ όнлмл /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
Nevada).  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфтр ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ Table 2 and Figure 2 (pg. 19). 
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Table 2. Nye County Population, 1970-2010 

 

Year 

U.S. Census NV Taxation Department /  
State Demographer 

Population Percent 
Change 

Annual Percent 
Change 

Population Percent 
Change 

Annual Percent 
Change 

1970 5,599           

1975 5,500 -1.77% -0.35%       

1980 9,048 64.51% 12.90%       

1985 14,706 62.53% 12.51% 14,570     

1990 17,781 20.91% 4.18% 18,190 24.85% 4.97% 

1995 24,139 35.76% 7.15% 23,050 26.72% 5.34% 

2000 32,485 34.57% 6.91% 35,924 55.85% 11.17% 

2005 40,027 23.22% 4.64% 41,302 14.97% 2.99% 

2010 43,946 9.79% 1.96% 45,459 10.06% 2.01% 

Source: DETR, Nevada Workforce Informer.  (2012). Historical Data for Population in Nye County [Data File].  
http://www.nevadaworkforce.com/  

 
Figure 2. Nye County Population, 1970-2010 

 
 

Source: DETR, Nevada Workforce Informer (2012). 
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about half of the population 16 years and older.  The 2011 annual unemployment rate in the County was 
three percentage points higher than the State rate and nearly twice the national rate.  While Nye 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ мΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƭŀōƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
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makes up 1.3 percent.  Table 3 provides a snapshot of labor force, employment and unemployment in 
Nye County and Nevada between 1990 and 2011. 
 
Table 3. Nye County and Nevada Historical Labor Force Data, 1990 to 2011 

Subject Nye County Nevada 

Year 1990 2000 2010 2011 1990 2000 2010 2011 

Total Labor Force 8,945 14,062 18,113 18,138 655,896 1,062,845 1,385,729 1,385,872 

Unemployment 329 958 2,982 2,991 33,380 47,624 190,420 187,732 

Unemployment Rate 3.7% 6.8% 16.5% 16.5% 5.1% 4.5% 13.7% 13.5% 

Total Employment 8,616 13,104 15,131 15,147 622,516 1,015,221 1,195,309 1,198,140 

Source: Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), Nevada Workforce Informer, Local 
Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 

 
Unemployment in Nye County began to rapidly increase between 2007 and 2010, jumping from 6.8 
percent in 2007 to 10.2 percent in 2008, 14.3 percent in 2009, and 16.5 percent in 2010.  However, this 
trend may have slowed/stopped with unemployment remaining constant between 2010 and 2011 at an 
average rate of 16.5 percent.  Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), 
Nevada Workforce Informer, LAUS).  While the recent worldwide economic recession has had a severe 
impact on Nye County (particularly Pahrump), the County is optimistic employment opportunities in 
historic industries and new target sectors will be generated through its economic development and 
diversification efforts. 
 
Employment in Nye County has historically been driven by natural resources (mining and agriculture), 
leisure and hospitality, government employment, and professional and business services.  The Trade, 
Transportation, and Utilities Sector has become a primary industry in County rising from 632 to 1,600   
with just over 900 employees in 2010 compared to 292 employees in 2000.  Table 4 (pg. 21) summarizes 
industry trends in Nye County employment and annual earnings.  
 
Top employers in Nye County for the most part fall into the categories identified in the above paragraph 
and in Table 4 (pg. 21).  The top employer in the County is in the Professional and Business Services 
SectorτNational Securities Technologies (NSTech), a government contractor for the NNSS.  Amargosa 
±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ όbŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎύΦ  .ŜŀǘǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
[ŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  Dŀōōǎ ŀƴŘ wƻǳƴŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŀƘǊǳƳǇΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ and Trade related.  Local 
governƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ¢ƻƴƻǇŀƘΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΦ  ¢ŀōƭŜ р όǇƎΦ 22) identifies Nye 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлммΦ 
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Table 4.  Nye County Employment by Industry, 1990 to 2010 

Ownership Industry 

1990 2000 2010 

Annual 
Average 

Emp. 

Annual 
Average 

Pay 

Annual 
Average 

Emp. 

Annual 
Average 

Pay 

Annual 
Average 

Emp. 

Annual 
Average 

Pay 

Total 
Covered 

Total, all industries 10,250 $30,480 9,618 $33,021 10,535 $45,203 

Federal Gov. Total, all industries 202 $31,286 179 $42,460 141 $59,403 

State Gov. Total, all industries NA NA NA NA 172 $47,453 

Local Gov. Total, all industries NA NA NA NA 1,569 $44,475 

Private Total, all industries 9,132 $31,250 8,043 $32,793 8,653 $45,058 

Private Goods-Producing 2,335 $33,097 2,101 $38,488 1,594 $55,673 

Private 
Natural Resources and 
Mining 

1,949 $35,146 1,204 $45,637 1,124 $64,405 

Private Construction 238 $28,613 681 $29,588 356 $35,519 

Private Manufacturing 148 $13,323 216 $26,655 115 $32,576 

Private Service-Providing 6,797 $30,615 5,942 $30,779 7,059 $42,661 

Private 
Trade, Transportation, and 
Utilities 

632 $18,228 1,176 $24,018 1,600 $31,448 

Private Information 66 $21,852 153 $25,428 69 $49,553 

Private Financial Activities 126 $17,286 217 $18,123 233 $25,172 

Private 
Professional and Business 
Services 

4,825 $37,163 2,163 $51,369 2,099 $81,552 

Private 
Education and Health 
Services 

70 $13,572 292 $23,835 909 $32,549 

Private Leisure and Hospitality 982 $11,615 1,722 $14,173 1,935 $17,969 

Private Other Services 69 $10,901 143 $16,894 208 $27,925 

Private Unclassified NA NA NA NA 5 $33,497 

Source: BLS, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Ver. 1.0 Nye County, Nevada 22 

June 29, 2012 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

Table 5. Nye County Top Employers, 2nd Quarter 2011 

Ownership Industry Employees Trade Name Town/Township1 

Private  
Research and 
Development in the 
Physical, Eng 

1000 to 
1499 

National Securities 
Technologies  

 *Tonopah 

Local 
Government  

Elementary and 
Secondary Schools  

800 to 899 Nye County School District  Tonopah/*Pahrump 

Private  Gold Ore Mining  800 to 899 
Round Mountain Gold 
Corporation  

Round 
Mountain/ *Tonopah  

Local 
Government  

Executive & 
Legislative Offices 
Combined 

600 to 699 Nye County  Tonopah/*Pahrump 

Private  
Security Guards and 
Patrol Services  

300 to 399 Wackenhut Services, Inc.   *Mercury/*Tonopah 

Private  
Warehouse Clubs 
and Supercenters  

300 to 399 Wal-Mart Supercenter  Pahrump 

Private  Casino Hotels  300 to 399 
Pahrump Nugget Hotel & 
Gambling  

Pahrump  

Private  
Facilities Support 
Services  

200 to 299 
Nevada Southern 
Detention Center 

Pahrump 

Private  
General Medical and 
Surgical Hospitals  

100 to 199 
Desert View Regional 
Medical Center  

Pahrump  

Private  Casino Hotels  100 to 199 
Saddle West Hotel Casino 
& RV  

Pahrump  

Private  
Dairy Cattle and Milk 
Production  

100 to 199 Ponderosa Dairy  Amargosa Valley  

Private  Home Centers  100 to 199 The Home Depot  Pahrump  

Private  
Casinos (except 
Casino Hotels)  

100 to 199 Terrible Town Pahrump  

Private  
Supermarkets and 
Other Grocery Stores  

100 to 199 SƳƛǘƘΩǎ Pahrump  

Private  
Miscellaneous 
Schools and 
Instruction  

90 to 99 
Front Sight Firearms 
Training  

Pahrump  

Private  
Clay and Ceramic and 
Refractory Minerals 

90 to 99 Premier Magnesia LLC  Gabbs  

Private  
Casinos (except 
Casino Hotels)  

90 to 99 Terrible Lakeside Casino  Pahrump 

Private  
Research and 
Development in the 
Physical, Eng 

80 to 89 Lockheed Martin Corp  *  Mercury/*Tonopah 
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Private  Casino Hotels  70 to 79 
Stagecoach Hotel and 
Casino 

Beatty  

Private  
Electric Power 
Distribution  

60 to 69 Valley Electric Association2  Pahrump  

Source: DETR, Nevada Workforce Informer, Nevada's Largest Employers 2nd Quarter 2011 
1
Nye County changed column header from City to Town/Township 

2
According to VEA, recent trends in hiring would place the company in the 100-199 range for number of employees. 

* Denotes data provided by the Town of Tonopah, not by DETR. 

 
3.1.2 Natural Resources 
 
Geography and Land Use: 
Land Management and Use information is largely excerpted from the Land Use Planning component of 
the Nye County Comprehensive Master Plan, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) on 
June 7, 2011. 
 
Nye is the third largest county in the United States based on land area, covering some 11,614,080 acres 
or nearly 18,147 square miles. However, the County is sparsely populated with only about 1.8 persons 
per square mile (2010 Census, Nye CountyύΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǾŀŘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎouthern 
border is shared with Inyo County, California.  Eight other Nevada counties surround Nye County with 
Esmeralda and Mineral Counties to the west; Churchill, Lander, Eureka and White Pine Counties to the 
north; and Lincoln and Clark Counties to the east (Figure 3, pg. 24). 
 
Almost 98 percent of the County falls under one form or another of federal land management practice, a 
major issue for the County, its taxing districts, and private users of public lands. The County is host to 
the National Wild Horse Management Area, the Railroad Valley Wildlife Management Area, a portion of 
Death Valley National Park (principally located in California), the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, and 
over 6,697,875 acres of BLM managed lands. About 23 percent of these federal lands are currently 
withdrawn from multiple use.  The Nevada National Security Site (formerly the Nevada Test Site, Nevada 
Test and Training Range and Tonopah Test Range) are large blocks of public land maintained as 
restricted access for classified activities.  The Central Nevada Test Area, an alternate site to the Nevada 
Test Site, has several surface restricted areas (DOE, 2009).  The large areas and locations of these 
activities limit transportation, define economic activities, and complicate planning for the population in 
the areas around them. The County also contains portions of three Indian homelands including the 
Duckwater, Yomba and Timbisha Shoshone Tribes. (Nye County Comprehensive Master Plan, 2011) 

 
Land use on private lands in Nye County consists of ranching, residential, commercial and industrial uses 
largely, but not exclusively, within the boundaries of unincorporated towns and agricultural and mining 
uses within and outside the boundaries of unincorporated towns. The Nye County Assessor land use 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όDL{ύ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ 
extensively in the development of the Existing Land Use map.  Much of the private lands are a mix of 
uses.  It is common to find residential, commercial, industrial and even agricultural uses on adjacent 
properties and, at times, on the same parcel of property. (Nye County Comprehensive Master Plan, 
2011)  
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Figure 3. Nye County, Nevada 
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Water Resources: 
Water resource information is largely excerpted from the June 2012 draft of the Community Source 
Water Protection Plan for Public Water Systems in Nye County, Nevada. 
 
The Nevada State Water Plan (NSWP) and the Nye County Water Resources Plan (NCWRP) estimated the 
total water use of Nye County in 2000 was approximately 101,000 acre feet annually (AFA), 
approximately 13 percent higher than the 1995 estimate. Public Water Systems (PWSs) in Nye County 
supplied 68 percent of the population with an average use rate of 347.7 gallons per day (gpd) per person 
in 1995, which totaled 6,127 AFA. Based on data from the State Demographer, PWS water consumption 
was believed to have risen to approximately 10,500 AFA by 2000, according to the NSWP.  While some 
communities rely almost entirely on PWSs for their drinking water, other communities are supplied by a 
combination of PWSs and domestic wells. 

Other than PWSs, there are four other primary users of water in the County: agriculture, mining, 
domestic wells, and federal agencies. According to the NCWRP, agriculture was the single largest 
consumer of water resources in the County as of 1995, with an estimated usage of 60,000 AFA, 48,000 
of which was from ground water. The next largest consumer was the mining industry, which had an 
estimated demand of 8,000 AFA in 1995.  While the mining industry is inherently unstable, the opening 
of new mines is expected to keep pace with mine closures and the 8,000 AFA is expected to hold true for 
the foreseeable future. Domestic water uses were estimated to account for 6.8 percent of the water 
consumption in the County in 1995 or about 5,000 AFA. The total number of domestic wells and their 
associated pumping rates are not known; however, it is estimated over 9,000 domestic wells existed in 
2004 throughout the County, with pumping rates estimated between 542 gpd (NSWP) and 893 gpd 
(Nevada Division of Water Resources-NDWR). This results in a range of 5,500 to 9,000 AFA of 
consumption through small domestic wells.  Finally, the federal government, which is estimated to 
consume less than 4,000 AFA by the NCWRP, holds the rights to over 17,000 AFA in the County; 12,573 
AFA of which are used as a buffer for the Devils Hole system in the Amargosa basin and go unused each 
year. 
 

3.1.3 Local Resources and Infrastructure 
 
Education 
The Nye County School District (NCSD) oversees public education throughout the County.  The NCSD 
includes 16 schools as well as an early childhood special education program and an adult education 
program.  NCSD schools include: 

¶ Amargosa Valley School (Elementary/Middle) 

¶ Beatty Elementary/Middle School 

¶ Beatty High School (also serves Amargosa Valley) 

¶ Duckwater School (Elementary/Middle) 

¶ Floyd Elementary (Pahrump) 

¶ Gabbs School (Elementary/Middle/High) 

¶ Hafen Elementary (Pahrump) 

¶ J.G. Johnson Elementary (Pahrump) 

¶ Manse Elementary (Pahrump) 
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¶ Pahrump Valley High School 

¶ Pathways (Pahrump) (Middle/High) 

¶ Rosemary Clarke Middle School (Pahrump) 

¶ Round Mountain Elementary 

¶ Round Mountain Junior/Senior High 

¶ Tonopah Elementary/Middle School 

¶ Tonopah High School 
 

NCSD enrollment is over 6,000 students and serves a geographical area larger than any other in the 48 
contiguous states.  (http://nyecounty.schoolinsites.com/) 
 
There are also several private school options in Nye County, including the Community Christian Academy 
and New Hope Christian Academy located in Pahrump; and Horizon Academy, a private, coed boarding 
school in Amargosa Valley. 
 
Post-ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊŜŀǘ .ŀǎƛƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ όD./ύΦ  D./Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
in Elko, Nevada; however, GBC operates the Pahrump Valley Center in Nye County.  The GBC Pahrump 
Valley Center is located on the Pahrump High School campus and includes 15 classrooms and 
laboratories.  GBC recently opened a satellite site in Tonopah which offers interactive video classes and 
includes a computer lab.  Interactive video classes are also offered on an as-needed basis in Amargosa 
Valley, Beatty, Gabbs, Round Mountain, Dyer Gold Field, and Silver Peak.   There are plans to open a new 
facility in Pahrump which will expand the potential coursework that can be offered.  
 
GBC offers Associate of Arts and Associate of Science degrees for the primary purpose of student 
transfer to baccalaureate programs. Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degrees are offered in several 
areas of workforce training, and Certificates of Achievement (30 or more credits) are available in areas 
generally within the same disciplines as the AAS degrees. GBC maintains a unique role as a community 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ and workforce needs of rural 
Nevadans.  (http://www.gbcnv.edu/campus/pahrump.html) 
 
Emergency Services  
Emergency services information is partially excerpted from the Nye County website (http://nv -
nyecounty.civicplus.com/index.aspx?NID=561). 
 
Nye County Emergency Management Services provides: 
¶ Oversight of unincorporated town volunteer fire departments (VFDs) with non-elected Town 

boards:  Amargosa VFD, Beatty VFD, Belmont VFD, Crystal VFD, Gabbs VFD, Manhattan VFD, and 
Smoky Valley VFD. 

¶ Assistance to unincorporated town VFDs with elected Town boards:  Pahrump Fire and Rescue, 
Round Mountain VFD, and Tonopah VFD. 

¶ Day to day operations of Southern Nye County Hazardous Materials Response Team. 
¶ Assistance to unincorporated town Hazardous Material Response Teams in Pahrump and Round 

Mountain. 

http://nv-nyecounty.civicplus.com/index.aspx?NID=561
http://nv-nyecounty.civicplus.com/index.aspx?NID=561
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¶ Oversight of ambulance services in Amargosa, Beatty, Gabbs, Smoky Valley, Tonopah, and 
Station 51 in Pahrump (industrial use for Yucca Mountain). 

¶ Responsible for Mosquito and Bee Abatement for the County. 
¶ Oversight of the Safety and Health Training, Programs, and Facility Inspections for the benefit of 

Nye County employees. 
¶ Oversight of Nye County Animal Control. 

 
Recent and planned improvements to emergency services in Nye County include:  

¶ Construction of a new fire station in Tonopah 

¶ Remodel of the Gabbs Station 

¶ Construction underway for the Beatty Ambulance Barn 

¶ Four new Animal Control Trucks 

¶ New trunking system and new repeaters in Gabbs and in Manhattan for better communication 

¶ New sand rescue vehicles for dunes in Amargosa and Tonopah 
 

Nye County emergency services also include: 

¶ Two technical rescue teams 

¶ Three hazardous materials response teams 

¶ A mobile solar trailer for disaster response 

¶ Disaster Preparedness Trailers in Tonopah and Pahrump 

¶ Shelter trailers in Tonopah and Pahrump 

¶ Mass casualty trailers in Beatty, Pahrump and Tonopah 

¶ A shelter bus with cots, pillows, and blankets 

¶ A mobile command station 
 
Health and Human Services 
Health and human services information is largely excerpted from the Nye County website 
(http://www.nyecounty.net/index.aspx?NID=99). 
 
Nye County Health & Human Services' mission is to serve the taxpayers and citizens of Nye County by 
providing accountable, responsible, and responsive programs, services, and referrals that promote the 
self-sufficiency of qualifying indigent persons through assistance with medical and other emergency 
needs as set forth in the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) and County guidelines. 
 
Programs offered through this department are geared toward at-risk County residents who are not 
eligible for emergency assistance under any other state, federal, or community programs. 
 
Nye County Health and Human Services provides the following programs:  
¶ Emergency Assistance  
¶ Long-Term Care  
¶ Medical Indigent  
¶ Ryan White Funds (HIV-AIDS)  
¶ {ŜȄǳŀƭ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ ±ƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ  
¶ Susan G. Komen for the Cure Funds (Breast Cancer)  
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¶ Senior Nutrition 
 

In order for Nye County residents outside of the Tonopah and Pahrump areas to take advantage of these 
programs, Health and Human Services staff work with Town Offices to facilitate application and 
documentation submission to ascertain eligibility to help potential clients avoid the need to travel to 
Pahrump or Tonopah.  Nye County has a Nevada State Welfare Office located in Pahrump.  This office 
handles food stamps, Medicaid, and other programs for the entire County.  The Tonopah office closed 
due to lack of State funding, but Nye County Health and Human Services staff in Tonopah coordinate 
with the Nevada State Welfare staff in Pahrump to help northern Nye clients complete and submit 
applications.  Nye County also operates a senior nutrition program with facilities in three locations. 
 
Housing 
Of the 22,350 housing units in Nye County, 18,032 are occupied and 4,318 are vacant (2010 Census, Nye 
County).  Additional information on housing characteristics is provided in Table 6: 
 
Table 6. Nye County Housing Characteristics 

Subject 

Nye Nevada 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Total housing units  22,350 100.0% 1,173,814 100.0% 

Occupied housing units 18,032 80.7% 1,006,250 85.7% 

Owner-occupied 577 72.0% 591,480 58.8% 

Renter-occupied 476 28.0% 414,770 41.2% 

Vacant housing units 4,318 19.3% 167,564 14.3% 

For rent 1,001 4.5% 61,985 5.3% 

Rented, not occupied 39 0.2% 1,838 0.2% 

For sale only 597 2.7% 32,949 2.8% 

Sold, not occupied 216 1.0% 3,416 0.3% 

 For seasonal, recreational, or
 occasional use 

795 3.6% 32,703 2.8% 

All other vacants 1,670 7.5% 34,673 3.0% 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census     

 
Radioactive and Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Three potentially hazardous waste storage facilities are located in Nye County including a low-level and 
mixed low-level radioactive waste disposal area in Area 5 on the NNSS, a low-level radioactive waste 
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disposal facility at Area 3 on the NNSS, and the U.S. Ecology Low-Level Radioactive and Hazardous Waste 
5ƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƴŜŀǊ .ŜŀǘǘȅΦ  !ƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƛƎƘ-level 
civilian radioactive waste disposal site, has been proposed for construction at Yucca Mountain. 
 
Water Resources Planning and Management 
The Nye County Water District (NCWD) was created by the Nevada Legislature in 2007 under NRS 
Chapter 542 to oversee and manage the water resources in Nye County.  The Nye County Community 
Development Director is the acting manager of the NCWD.  The NCWD has a seven member governing 
board representing the interests of the entire County.  The governing board consists of three members 
representing the Pahrump area, one member representing each of the other areas (Amargosa 
±ŀƭƭŜȅκ.ŜŀǘǘȅΣ DŀōōǎκwƻǳƴŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƴƻǇŀƘύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ άŀǘ-ƭŀǊƎŜέ member.   See Figure 4 (pg. 
30) for more information on the NCWD areas. 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b/²5 ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
water resources, evaluate and mitigate the environmental impacts associated with resource use, better 
define the groundwater and surface water resources conditions, and define alternative approaches for 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦέ  Ln order to accomplish its mission, NCWD is 
developing or supporting the development of a water supply appraisal investigation (funded by the 
Bureau of Reclamation), the άCommunity Source Water Protection Plan for Public Water Systems in Nye 
County, Nevadaέ (funded by the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection  (NDEP)), and an update 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ нллп ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ tƭŀƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅΣ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ  ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ 
occurring and preventable contamination, over-allocation of water resources, and increased demand for 
water due to drastic population growth and high-water consuming industrial developments.  According 
to existing data from the Nevada Division of Water Resources (NDWR)Σ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩs 
hydrogeologic basins are severely over-allocated and demand is only increasing. 

bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
tens and thousands of customers depending on the system size and location.  Many of the small 
northern systems are facing recurring issues related to supply, potential contamination, and meeting the 
changing water quality standards.   As the site County for the NNSS as well as the location of the 
Tonopah Test Range and portions of the Nellis Air Force Base, preventable contamination from these 
military and testing facilities are of major concern to Nye County communities.   
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Figure 4. Nye County Water District Areas 
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3.1.4 Economy 
CƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ economy has been focused on mining and government 
(either direct employment or contracted professional and business services) sectors.  Other primary 
industrial sectors have historically included Agriculture and Leisure and Hospitality; while more recently, 
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities and Education and Health Services have grown in their share of the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
NevadaΩǎ Ƙƛstory.   
 
While mining will continue to be a primary sector of the local economy, the County understands its 
cyclical nature and it requires that other industries need to make up a larger share of its economic 
portfolio to avoid significant impacts to Nye County communities should gold and silver prices fall or a 
mine close.  Likewise, the change in mission for the NNSS and the unknown future of the Yucca 
Mountain Project, which have resulted in significant job loss and lost federal financial resources, also 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦy its economy. 
 
Nye County is looking to maintain its market share in the industries that have been at the heart of its 
economy while expanding into new sectors within and in addition to those industries.  These industrial 
sectors are consistent with five ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
development plan, including:  (1) Clean Energy; (2) Health and Medical Services; (3) Mining, Materials, 
and Manufacturing; (4) Aerospace and Defense; (5) Tourism, Gaming, and Entertainment.  
 
Clean Energy 
The clean energy industry has been a target area for the County for the past decade and has resulted in 
more than 30 BLM right-of-way filings for potential developments.  One of these projects located on 
public land northwest of Tonopah, the 110 Megawatt (MW) SolarReserve Crescent Dunes Project, is 
currently under construction and will generate 40 to 45 permanent jobs and up to 400 to 500 peak 
construction jobs.  Nye County has also entered into lease and lease option agreements with four solar 
developers for County-owned property in Tonopah. Nye County has been directly responsible for 
attracting these developments through its involvement in the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
.ǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎupport for renewable energy 
development), by obtaining a Department of Energy (DOE) ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
potential, by facilitating seven renewable energy developer technical workshops, and through 
coordination with the State energy and economic development offices. 
 
Health and Medical Services 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ {ŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
past several years, is intended to support both community and economic development objectives.  By 
expanding health services available in Nye County communities, residents would be able to obtain 
medical treatment locally which was not previously available, residents of other nearby rural 
communities with limited or no medical services could obtain those services in Nye County, and the 
revenues associated with the services would remain in Nye County. 
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Mining, Materials, and Manufacturing 
In addition to supporting traditional mining operations, Nye County is working to attract non-traditional 
minerals-related companies.  For instance, Nye County recently leased property at the Tonopah Airport 
to a milling company which uses an environmentally-conscious process for extracting valuable metals 
from ore at closed mine sites.  The Tonopah site will serve ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
Nevada.  Additionally, Nye County is looking to expand its manufacturing sector to provide goods for 
businesses and industries in Nevada and California. 
 
Aerospace and Defense 
As the home of the Nevada Test and Training Range, the Tonopah Test Range, the Central Nevada Test 
Area, and portions of the Nellis Air Force Base; Nye County is an obvious location for public and private 
aerospace and defense research and development.  In 1997, Nye County announced an initiative to 
develop a science and technology corridor to support economic diversification.  This corridor includes 
properties throughout the County which could be used to site research and development projects. 
 
Tourism, Gaming, and Entertainment 
Leisure and Hospitality is a core sector of the Nye County economy, and on-going public and private 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ōȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ public lands make the County 
a choice destination for nature enthusiasts.  In fact, Tonopah has received national notoriety for having 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪŜǎǘ ǎƪƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ  .Ŝŀǘǘȅ ŀƴŘ tŀƘǊǳƳǇ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ƎŀǘŜǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
Death Valley National PŀǊƪΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ tŀƘǊǳƳǇΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘǎ wŀƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ CǊƻƴǘ 
Sight Firearms Training Institute provide unique opportunities to attract tourists to the area. 
 

3.2 SWOT Analysis 
 

3.2.1 Strengths/Assets 
A number of strengths have been identified for Nye County.   
 
Clean Energy 
Nye County has excellent solar and geothermal resources and significant wind and biomass resources.  
To facilitate sustainable development of these resources, Nye County entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with all four BLM district offices having jurisdiction in the County for coordination 
of proposed renewable energy projects; the first agreement of its kind in the nation.  The County also 
entered into an MOU with Esmeralda County (Nevada) and Inyo County (California) to enable 
coordination on renewable energy and transmission development, and recently expanded coordination 
to include Lincoln and White Pine Counties to facilitate renewable energy redevelopment of Brownfields 
through an EPA grant. Nye County has worked proactively with State, Regional, and Federal 
stakeholders to facilitate clean energy development, including participation in a monthly conference call 
with the Director of the Nevada State Office of Energy and participation on State Task Forces, Strike 
Teams, and Advisory Committees.  Nye County has coordinated seven technical workshops for 
renewable energy developers since 2008. Federal, state, and local government entities, transmission 
and generation developers, and other stakeholders have participated in these opportunities to identify 
and problem-solve obstacles to renewable energy development in southern Nevada.  
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Nye County mapped the solar insolence potential in the County through a grant from the DOE.  This map 
also included siting parameters considered by developers including slope, access to transmission, and 
land restrictions.  Utilizing funding from an EPA Brownfields Grant, Nye County is mapping its other 
resources and important development parameters.  Similar maps are also being prepared for Nye 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΥ  9ǎƳŜǊŀƭŘŀΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜ tƛƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ in Nevada and Inyo County in 
California.   
 
Nye County maintains a renewable energy website that provides information on available renewable 
resources and Nye County policies and procedures intended to facilitate renewable energy development 
including a voluntary developer agreement.   
 
Interest in clean energy development, particularly solar, in the County has been expanding over the last 
decade, with one project under construction, more than 30 right-of way applications filed for 
developments on public lands, and four companies under lease/lease options for County-owned 
property.  More than 3,000 MW of electricity were proposed by solar energy developers on federal land 
in Amargosa Valley and the southern portion of the County. Some projects were not viable and have 
since been canceled; however, interest from developers remains high, and several projects on private 
land continue to move forward.  The Draft Solar Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) 
designated approximately 8,000 acres of public land in Amargosa Valley as a Solar Energy Zone (SEZ). It 
is not known how this may affect interest in solar development in Nye County; however the intent of the 
action by the BLM was to streamline permitting of lands for solar development. 
 
{ƻƭŀǊwŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ 5ǳƴŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƴŜŀǊ Tonopah, a 110 MW, 540 foot tall 
concentrating solar power plant with molten salt thermal storage is leading the way for solar energy 
developers in Nye County and the nation. According to the SolarReserve website 
(http://www.multivu.com/mnr/54637-solarreserve-world-s-largest-molten-salt-solar-tower-plant-zero-
emission)Σ ά¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ-scale solar power facility with fully integrated 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ 5ǳƴŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǘ 
ŀ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŀǎ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻƭŀǊwŜǎŜǊǾŜ 
executed a voluntary development agreement which established mitigation opportunities for Nye 
County and contributed to SolarReserve obtaining significant Nevada tax abatement.  Additionally, Nye 
County, the Town of Tonopah, and SolarReserve hosted a community workshop in August 2011, where 
100 community members and business owners met with SolarReserve and their Engineering, 
Procurement, and Construction (EPC) contractor, ACS Cobra. Subsequently several local companies were 
awarded contracts. Another workshop was proposed to intǊƻŘǳŎŜ !/{ /ƻōǊŀΩǎ ǎǳōŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǊŜŀ 
contractors. 
 
The four solar photovoltaic (PV) developers who have signed options to lease at the Tonopah Airport are 
also contributing to the expansion of the solar industry in the County. One of these developers, Indeck 
Energy, subsequently executed a lease agreement with the County for a 17 MW PV facility, and it is 
expected the other developers will also negotiate lease terms after they complete their assessment of 
the resources and development potential of their respective sites. 
 
In addition to projects sited within its borders, Nye County anticipates economic benefits will be 

http://www.multivu.com/mnr/54637-solarreserve-world-s-largest-molten-salt-solar-tower-plant-zero-emission
http://www.multivu.com/mnr/54637-solarreserve-world-s-largest-molten-salt-solar-tower-plant-zero-emission


 
 
 
 
 

 

Ver. 1.0 Nye County, Nevada 34 

June 29, 2012 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

produced from nearby energy developments, such as the BrightSource Hidden Hills solar thermal plant 
located in Inyo County, California along the southern Nye County border (near Pahrump). The County is 
working with BrightSource and their Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC) contractor, 
Bechtel Power Corporation, to encourage Nye County businesses to bid for jobs and to provide ancillary 
services such as housing. 
 
Community Investment in Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency 

¶ Nye Regional Medical Center in Tonopah added solar panels to improve energy performance. 

¶ A ground source heat pump was installed at the Pahrump Valley High School to offset utility 
costs. 

¶ Solar panels were installed on the newly constructed Calvada Eye Administration offices. 

¶ Energy efficiency upgrades were installed at the Marilyn Gallivan Complex, the building housing 
the Public Works department. 

¶ Valley Electric Association (VEA) partnered with the County to promote residential energy 
efficiency. 

¶ VEA established a solar water heating program. 

¶ Tonopah Public Utilities is working on an effluent reuse project to conserve water. 
 
County Government 
Nye County is committed to supporting economic development, which has been demonstrated by the 
significant involvement of County staff in working with businesses and developers to expand and site 
new facilities in the County.  The County Manager, Community Development Director, Grants 
Administrator, and various Department Heads work directly with the business community to identify 
needs and provide support where possible.  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
authority in April 2011 marked a transition in the County to a more streamlined, user-friendly process 
for developers.  In areas without zoning regulations, Nye County has successfully developed and utilized 
a voluntary development agreement to identify and mitigate project impacts and to encourage 
utilization of local resources, labor, and businesses.   
 
Over the past couple of years, Nye County has increased its coordination with the DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Economic Development (formally known as Nevada Commission on Economic Development) as well as 
the Nevada Development Authority (a regional economic development organization).  Nye County staff 
also holds biweekly meetings with local economic development representatives to ensure the County is 
acting with one voice and a singular vision for economic development across its communities. 
 
Nye County and its community partners have completed or are close to completing critical planning 
documents, including the County Master Plan, Adequate Public Facilities Plan, local flood control plans, 
Beatty Open Space Plan, Amargosa Area Plan, Pahrump Community Assessment, Public Works Capital 
Improvement Plan for the Pahrump Regional Planning District (PRPD), Trucking/Transportation Plan for 
the PRPD, Pahrump Master Plan Update, and this CEDS. 
 
Nye County has constructed new facilities to house its Information Technology, Health and Human 
Services, and Administration departments as well as the BoCC Pahrump chambers.  The County also 
completed construction of its Justice Complex in Pahrump.  The joint facility housing the Administration 
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department and the BoCC chambers in Pahrump, which is part of the planned Calvada Eye Government 
Center, was upgraded with the installation of solar panels using DOE Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Block Grant (EECBG) funding.  The EECBG funds were also used to install energy efficiency upgrades in 
the building housing the Public Works department. 
 
The Nye County Manager and Grants Administrator are dedicated to securing alternative funding 
streams and leveraging local, State, federal, and private resources in this difficult economy to move 
important community, economic, and infrastructure initiatives forward.   The EECBG program is one 
such example of this effort, as the end result was the lowered operations cost for County facilities which 
made available County funds to support other initiatives.  Utilizing EECBG funding, Nye County 
collaborated with Valley Electric Association (VEA) to promote residential energy efficiency, enabling 
residents to make informed decisions about energy efficiency purchases.  Other recent examples of 
federal funding the County has used to offset local costs for vital projects include an EPA Brownfields 
Grant to assess contaminated property and prepare plans for renewable energy and economic 
redevelopment across a five-County area;  two United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Solid 
Waste Management Grants to prepare a household hazardous waste and recycling program and 
institute a hazardous waste train the trainer program; and a Bureau of Reclamation Rural Water Supply 
Program grant (to the Nye County Water District (NCWD) to conduct a water appraisal investigation.  
Nye County has managed and continues to manage these grants such that all progress and financial 
reports are submitted on time and fully detail the work completed. 
 
Education 
Great Basin College (GBC) offers higher education opportunities to Nye County residents including two 
and four-year degrees.  By having a local community college, higher education is a more attainable goal 
for residents of Nye County.  The expansion of GBCΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
Nursing degree, supports identified community and economic needs in the area of health services. 
 

Electrical and Transmission Infrastructure 
The local electrical cooperative, Valley Electric Association (VEA) owns and operates transmission 
facilities in southern Nye County. In 2011, VEA announced plans to join the California Independent 
System Operator (CAISO) balancing area in response to transmission needs of renewable energy 
developers within Nye County and its service territory. In addition, VEA is permitting new 230 and 500 
kilovolt (kV) lines to improve reliability and to deliver renewable energy generated in Nye County to out-
of-state load centers like southern California. VEA is also permitting a new natural gas pipeline to supply 
ŎƻƳōǳǎǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƛŘŘŜƴ Iƛƭƭǎ {ƻƭŀǊ ¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ tƭŀƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bȅŜΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ 
in California. 
 
In northern Nye County, NV Energy (d.b.a. Sierra Pacific Power Company) owns and operates 
transmission and distribution facilities and is the load serving utility for the Tonopah area. NV Energy 
entered into a power purchase agreement with SolarReserve and offers interconnection opportunities 
for renewable energy generators within their service area.  
 
Federal Installations 
Federal installations including the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS), the Nevada Test and Training 
Range, the Tonopah Test Range, the Central Nevada Test Area, and portions of the Nellis Air Force Base 
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provide public and private employment, federal investment in the County (such as Payment Equal to 
Taxes funds which have been used to develop infrastructure), and potential economic development 
opportunities. 
 

Healthcare 
The Desert View Hospital opened in Pahrump within the last five years.  Nye County purchased 
diagnostic equipment for Nye Regional Medical Center in Tonopah to make trauma treatment available 
between Pahrump and Reno, since there would otherwise be no capability for trauma treatment along 
the U.S. 95 corridor.   
 

Tax Climate 
Nevada has no personal State income tax, corporate State income tax, inheritance tax, franchise tax, 
ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ǘŀȄΣ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄ ƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀȄΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳse tax rate is 7.1 
percent, which is one percentage point lower than the tax rate in neighboring Clark County.  The 
property tax rates for Nye County districts range from 2.8518 to 3.6567 as shown in Table 7.   
 

Table 7. 2011-12 Tax Rates PER $100 Assessed Value 

District District Name Tax Rate 

1 Beatty  3.3364 

2 Gabbs  3.3364 

3 Manhattan  3.4368 

4 Round Mountain 3.4368 

5 Outside North 2.8518 

6 Pahrump 3.3015 

7 Tonopah 3.6399 

8 Amargosa 3.6567 

9 Outside South 2.8518 

10 Smoky Valley Library 3.1204 

11 Smoky Valley TV 3.1204 

12 Tonopah Library 3.0518 

13 Amargosa Library 3.1618 

15 Beatty Library  3.1259 

16 Beatty GID 3.3364 

17 Beatty Water & Sanitation 3.3364 

Source:  Nye County Assessor.  Table available at:  http://www.nyecounty.net/index.aspx?NID=680 
 

 
Tourism/Entertainment 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀǊeas, historic sites, location 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ centers (Las Vegas and Reno), and tourism-promoting 
businesses such as Front Sight Firearms Training Institute and Spring Mountain Motorsports Ranch 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩs leisure and hospitality industry. 
 
 

http://www.nyecounty.net/index.aspx?NID=680


 
 
 
 
 

 

Ver. 1.0 Nye County, Nevada 37 

June 29, 2012 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

Transportation 
Senior vans provide free local and long distance transportation to seniors in Tonopah, Beatty, Gabbs, 
and Round Mountain.  Residents under 60 can utilize the van for a fee, which Nye County Health and 
Human Services can fund through a Community Service Block Grant (CSBG).  A van is also available to 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΦ 
 
Minor County Roads (R.S. 2477) project was initiated to preserve roads throughout the County the BLM 
may have otherwise taken control of.  By identifying and claiming the roads through means of a 
resolution by the BoCC the road is established as a County Public Road pursuant to NRS 405.191 and R.S. 
2477.  Through this process the County is able to maintain control of routes throughout the County that 
were at risk of being closed to the public.  
 
Nye County owns and manages the Beatty, Gabbs, and Tonopah Airports.  Through annual Federal 
Aviation Administration grants the airports are continuously approved upon.   
 
Water Infrastructure 
The Beatty, Gabbs, Manhattan, and Tonopah water systems are all undergoing major upgrades.  The 
Beatty Water District Master Plan Update is being funded in part through a HUD Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG). The Gabbs Water System upgrades are being funded with a principle 
forgiveness loan through Nevada Division of Environmental Protection.  The Town of Manhattan Water 
System upgrade is being funded through USDA Rural Development in the form of a grant as well as a 
loan the Manhattan enterprise fund will assume. 
 
Workforce Development 
Nye County, in partnership with NyE Communities Coalition helps unemployed or underemployed 
individuals take classes that may help them better their future and reaches out to current and 
prospective employers to assess potential barriers to clients attaining work.  NyE Communities Coalition 
then works with its clients and prospective employers to identify solutions to break down the barriers.  
In Pahrump, NyE Communities Coalition has hired an employee through the CSBG to work in the Health 
and Human Services office to provide services directly to clients.  In Tonopah, office space has been 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 
 
Miscellaneous 

¶ The Nevada Southern Detention Center opened in 2010 in Pahrump.  The detention center is 
managed by Corrections Corporation of America and is a medium-sized facility with 1,072 beds. 

¶ Over the past five years, new business developments and business expansions have included a 
5ŜƴƴȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ {ǳōǿŀȅ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ .ŜŀǘǘȅΤ ǘƘŜ bŜǾŀŘŀ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ ±ƛŜǿ 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ IƻƳŜ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 5ŜƴƴȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ tŀƘǊǳƳǇΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƛȊǇŀƘ IƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ ¢ƻƴƻǇŀƘΦ 

¶ An MOU with NDEP allowed Nye County to develop and implement its own air quality program 
for dust control that has resulted in improved air quality for the region. 

¶ Agriculture especially in Amargosa Valley is a thriving industry from dairy farms to alfalfa fields. 
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Weaknesses 
While Nye County has a great number of strengths, weaknesses are also present and are identified 
below. 
 
Business Services 
The lack of conference centers and industrial park space is a challenge to business expansion and 
development. 

 
Education 
While Great Basin College (GBC) offers post secondary education options (including two and four year 
degrees) throughout Nye County, higher education opportunities are limited, particularly outside the 
Pahrump area. 
 
Federal Installations 
Industrial development often is restricted due to perceived and actual mission impacts to existing 
military installations in or near Nye County.  
 
Healthcare 
Nye County has limited medical specialists and diagnostic services as well as assisted-living and skilled 
nursing facilities. 

 
Nye County does not have a County elder protective agency.  All elder protective investigations are 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
the investigator must travel, many complaints are only investigated via phone or the home visit may be 
delayed for days. 
 
Infrastructure 
Nye County needs to expand infrastructure (utilities, roads, curb, gutter, drainage, etc.) to support 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘransmission infrastructure has hindered renewable energy 
development.  There is no freeway or rail access, and public transportation and alternative 
transportation methods, such as bike paths, are limited.  Broadband capacity and speed are low. 
 
Public Lands 
Growth potential in Nye County is limited since 98 percent of the /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΦ 
 
Tourism/Entertainment and Recreation 
Nye County has an insufficient supply of hotel rooms to accommodate the tourism market.  There is no 
movie theatre for residents to patronize.  Youth activities outside of school including recreational sports 
and daycare services are limited.  
 
Water Resources 
Naturally occurring contamination above federally allowable levels has been detected in many of the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ 
due to the size of the customer base.  There are concerns regarding potential contamination to the 
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water supply from nuclear and other testing that has taken place at federal installations in Nye County.  
In addition to water contamination concerns, Nye County is also concerned about water supply 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ōŀǎƛƴǎ, while being over-allocated, may be underutilized. 
 

3.2.2 Opportunities 
Both strengths and weaknesses have been identified for Nye County, and within those strengths and 
weaknesses lay a tremendous amount of opportunity. 
 
Clean Energy 
Nye County can assist coordination of renewable energy developers with the appropriate federal, State, 
and local officials to address permitting and development issues.  Opportunities for Nye County in 
various clean energy sectors include: 

¶ Solar:  bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƳŜǊŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƭƻŀŘ 
centers, has some of the most abundant and best solar resource in the United States.  The BLM 
Solar Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Draft Supplement identified an SEZ 
in Amargosa Valley and determined 8,479 acres of the SEZ were developable.  According to the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), concentrating solar power technologies require 
about five to ten acres of land per MW electric capacity. The Amargosa Valley SEZ could produce 
more than 850 MW if the necessary transmission capacity was available. VEA is permitting a 
new 500 kV transmission line to connect southern Nevada resources with a California balancing 
area at Eldorado Valley. Since the Amargosa Valley SEZ is located within the VEA Service 
Territory, electric generation from this site would be considered by California as in-state 
generation (per California Senate Bill 1x 2), which could make the resource competitive with 
similar California generation.  Alternatively, PV technologies require four to ten acres per MW 
and use less than two to ten AFA of water per 100 MW. 

¶ Wind: Wind resources sufficient for utility scale development exist within the County. However, 
military test and training activities preclude wind development in certain areas, so early 
coordination with military installments is necessary. 

¶ Geothermal:  Although a number of geothermal resources have been identified and are in the 
process of being developed, most of the identified locations have not been explored and remain 
available for development pending demand for the energy and development of transmission 
infrastructure. 

¶ Biomass:  Biomass resources remain largely undeveloped. Several opportunities have recently 
been identified in northeastern Nye County and are being investigated for commercial 
development. 

¶ Transmission: Valley Electric Association (VEA) plans to join the California Independent System 
Operator (CAISO) balancing area as of January 2013. The move enables VEA transmission 
customers to sell renewable energy to California more competitively than if they were to use 
other transmission service providers not directly connected to a California balancing area. In 
addition, VEA is permitting a new 500 kV line co-located with a 12 to 36 inch natural gas pipeline 
to serve southern Nevada and California generators. 

¶ When VEA joins the CAISO, there will exist the opportunity for energy storage and/or regulation 
energy management facilities to locate in Nye County to provide services required to stabilize 
the CAISO grid and enable transmission of increasing amounts of intermittent energy. 
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¶ Supply Chain and Miscellaneous Support Businesses:  Growth in the renewable energy sector 
and the construction of clean energy projects provide a wide range of opportunities for business 
development and expansion in the communities near those projects.  For instance, the 
SolarReserve Crescent Dunes Project has created a need for housing, retail, food service, 
entertainment, and commercial activities in the Tonopah area. 

 
Education 
GBC has plans to expand the campus in Pahrump and increase the classrooms and laboratory space.  
The expansion will enable the school to offer more coursework and additional degree programs. 
 
Housing 
Nye County has the opportunity to expand housing stock to support industrial developments including 
constructing new housing and/or renovating abandoned uninhabitable residential units.  
 
Mining 
Gold, molybdenum, lithium and other ores continue to be located and new mines opened.  New mines 
and the expansion of existing mines, including recent actions by Round Mountain Gold Corporation, 
demonstrate the trend toward growth in this industry. 

 
Tourism/Entertainment 
The location of many Nye County communities along U.S. 95, the major thoroughfare between the 
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴŀjor population centers of Las Vegas and Reno, enables these communities to provide highway 
travelers with gas, food, lodging, and other services.  The communities can capitalize on their location to 
promote the recreational amenities unique to these communities and attract highway travelers to 
prolong their stays. There may also be an opportunity to develop electric vehicle recharging stations 
along this corridor to enhance existing travel related services. 
 
A current shortage of motels and hotels provides an opportunity for business growth in the leisure and 
hospitality industry in Nye County.  
 
Business Services 
Nye County is in need of conference centers to provide a venue for meetings and other business 
activities.  The construction of conference facilities will promote business growth in the area. 

 
Workforce 
The large senior population can be targeted for mentorship/internship programs and part-time 
employment; however, the County needs to balance age groups within its workforce to optimize 
community benefits without impairing youth and other workforce elements. 

 
Public Services 
¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DL{ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ DL{ 
layers provides new opportunities for Nye County to assist businesses and developers looking to expand 
or site new facilities in the County. 
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3.2.3 Threats 
In order to realize benefits from the diverse opportunities in Nye County, potential threats were 
identified, so they can be addressed. 
 
Federal Installations 
The closing of the Yucca Mountain project may result in lost economic development potential and 
employment opportunities. 
 
As the site County for the NNSS, as well as the location of the Tonopah Test Range and portions of the 
Nellis Air Force Base, potential preventable contamination to ground water from these military and 
testing facilities are of major concern to Nye County communities. 
 
Mining 
Nye County has long relied on the mining industry and understands the closure of mining operations in 
any of its communities would significantly impact the local and County economies, greatly reducing the 
amount of tax flow ς direct and indirect. 
 
Permitting and Regulations 
Nye County and its community partners have completed critical planning documents, including: 

¶ Flood control  

¶ Air-quality requirements   
 

Planning Documents 
Outdated planning documents that are not reflective of the current socioeconomic characteristics of 
Nye County and its communities are of significant concern.  Nye County is taking steps to update 
documents as funding and other necessary resources become available.  Nye County and its community 
partners have completed or are close to completing critical planning documents, including: 

¶ County Master Plan 

¶ Adequate Public Facilities Plan 

¶ Beatty Open Space Plan 

¶ Amargosa Area Plan 

¶ Pahrump Community Assessment 

¶ Public Works Capital Improvement Plan for the Pahrump Regional Planning District (PRPD 

¶ Trucking/Transportation Plan for the PRPD 

¶ Pahrump Master Plan Update 

¶ Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
 
Public Lands 
Nye County is comprised of 98 percent federally managed lands.  The Solar PEIS and Supplement Record 
of Decision (anticipated for release in October 2012) are expected to limit solar development on all 
federal lands other than those designated as SEZs. The remaining lands will be considered either 
exclusion (no development allowed) or variance (additional coordination and work required prior to 
beginning the right-of-ǿŀȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎύ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƻƴŜ {9½Σ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
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in Amargosa Valley is distant from existing or planned transmission making it more costly to develop and 
possibly less competitive with other solar resources.  
 
Threatened and Endangered Species 
Endangered species are identified periodically, based on petitions received and field studies conducted, 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Impacts to sensitive or unique habitats are monitored and may 
need to be mitigated.  Greater Sage-grouse population and habitat conservation are important 
considerations in northern areas.  Mojave Desert tortoise populations and habitats are important 
considerations in southern areas. Certain areas have seasonal development restrictions. 
 
Water Infrastructure 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǊŜlated to water supply, 
potential contamination, and meeting the changing water quality standards.  Federal water quality 
standards related to naturally occurring chemicals, including arsenic and fluoride, are mandating the 
small public water system (PWSs) incur heavy costs associated with upgrading their systems to bring the 
contaminants within allowable levels.  

 

3.3 Vision, Goals and Objectives  
 

3.3.1 Vision Statement 
Nye County, through NCREDA, envisions a plan for the County and the surrounding region consistent 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ά! ǾƛōǊŀƴǘΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣέ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ άIƛƎƘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ Wƻōǎ ŦƻǊ 
bŜǾŀŘŀƴǎΣέ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ άaƻǾƛƴƎ bŜǾŀŘŀ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΥ ! tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ 
2012 ς 2014.έ 
 

3.3.2 Goals 
bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻΥ 

A. Restructure economic development activities and initiatives  
B. Attract new businesses and industry 
C. Expand business development, retention, and growth 
D. Align industrial sector development with state initiatives 
E. Connect workforce to jobs 
F. Understand and expand international opportunities 
G. Promote regional collaboration and other partnerships 
H. Use redevelopment programs to promote sustainable economic growth 
I. Increase opportunities for locally managed economic incentives 

 

3.3.3 Objectives 
In order to accomplish the goals identified in the previous section, Nye County has developed the 
following objectives (organized by goal): 
 

A. Restructure economic development activities and initiatives. 

¶ Establish a central point of contact for GOED, other agencies, and the public for economic 
development services and information in the region 
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¶ Use the established point of contact to lead all economic development efforts within the 
defined region 

¶ The established point of contact will coordinate regional economic development activities 
among all Nye County communities 

¶ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economy to 
develop a better understanding of local and regional economic development processes. 

B. Attract new businesses and industry   

¶ Increase number of prospective businesses attracted to the NCREDA region 

¶ Increase number of businesses from targeted industries/sectors moving into the region 
from other states or countries 

¶ Increase employment of Nye County workers in the targeted industries/sectors moving into 
the region 

¶ ²ƻǊƪ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ  (GOED) to obtain 
leads and manage state sponsored location incentives to the advantage of Nye County 

C. Expand  business development, retention, and growth 

¶ Improve coordination between local businesses and economic development support 
resources 

¶ Expand business opportunities through access to a revolving loan program 

¶ Encourage new business start-ups within Nye County 

¶ Provide loans to new business start-ups or existing small businesses within the NCREDA 
region 

¶ Expand fiber optic and other broadband capacity throughout Nye County 
D. Align industrial sector development with state initiatives 

¶ Focus marketing efforts coordinated through GOED to attract business development and 
recruitment from seven key target sectors (clean energy; aerospace and defense; mining, 
materials and manufacturing; and tourism, gaming, and entertainment) 

¶ Understand the supply chain necessary to support each target sector and recruit/develop 
business and industry to fill gaps in the local supply chain 

¶ Develop new infrastructure projects to support target sector business and industry 

¶ Increase number of prospective businesses attracted to the NCREDA region 

¶ Attract existing businesses from key Target Sectors recruited to Nye County 

¶ Establish new businesses in Nye County related to the seven key target sectors identified 
above 

¶ ²ƻǊƪ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
their energy sources 

¶ Work collaboratively with the DOE to provide contracts to regional providers with cutting 
edge energy technology to begin to site wind, solar, and geothermal power generating 
stations 

¶ Work with private industry to attract investment in Nye County to promote renewable 
energy projects 

¶ Build relationships with green energy installation providers to recruit and provide necessary 
skills training through GBC to local workforce 

¶ Support community goals to promote tourism in their communities 
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E. Connect workforce to jobs 

¶ Improve coordination and communication among local businesses, educational institutions, 
and workforce development representatives 

¶ Increase locally available job training programs that are better-aligned with the skill sets 
needed by local employers and in-coming key target sector businesses 

¶ Reduce unemployment rate in Nye County 

¶ Increase high school graduation rates 

¶ Improve tracking of the number of locally-trained students hired by businesses within Nye 
County 

F. Understand and expand international opportunities 

¶ Improve understanding of what goods and services produced within Nye County are 
exported to foreign markets 

¶ Improve understanding of the skills and training needs of incoming international firms to 
better-prepare local residents to fill future job openings. 

¶ Identify countries in which Nye County business and industry currently maintains business 
relationships for purposes of developing future, targeted marketing campaigns in those 
countries (with assistance from and in coordination with GOED and the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 

G. Promote regional collaboration and other partnerships 

¶ Improve coordination and communication among NCREDA and its counterparts in 
surrounding regions, including those recently formed in Clark and Lincoln Counties, and in 
eastern, western, and northern Nevada 

¶ Improve understanding of the goals, objectives, and marketing focus in other RDAs as they 
relate to NCREDA 

¶ Work cooperatively with Lincoln County to expand potential missions and markets through 
the DOE and DOD to expand opportunities for local labor and businesses 

H. Use redevelopment programs to promote sustainable economic growth 

¶ Increase property values/lease rates at properties participating in the NCREDA and Nye 
County redevelopment initiatives 

¶ Increase tax revenues associated with NCREDA and Nye County redevelopment initiatives.  
I. Increase opportunities for locally managed economic incentives 

¶ Evaluate opportunities for local economic development incentives, including tax abatement, 
waver of development fees, etc. 

 

3.4 Action Plan 
In order to achieve the goals and objectives presented in the previous sections, an Action Plan has been 
developed, and those items included in the Action Plan are summarized below, and organized by goals: 
 

A. Restructure  economic development activities and initiatives 

¶ Form the Board of Directors for the NCREDA 

¶ Legally incorporate NCREDA 

¶ Adopt by-laws for NCREDA 

¶ Select an Executive Director for NCREDA 

¶ Adopt and execute the newly revised CEDS through NCREDA 
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¶ Recruit NCREDA members from Nye County economic development stakeholders 

¶ Complete inter-local agreements with local government and other organizational NCREDA 
members 

¶ Indentify funding mechanisms to establish organizational infrastructure and implement 
NCREDA initiatives 

¶ Establish an initial operating budget for NCREDA 
B. Attract new businesses and industry 

¶ Identify and select appropriate marketing and branding approaches (by geographic location, 
target sector industry, community, etc.) 

¶ Coordinate with GOED Industry Specialists and other RDAs to review and align marketing 
and branding approaches with similar initiatives within Nevada 

¶ Complete the Amargosa Science and Technology Park at Lathrop Wells in Amargosa Valley 

¶ Assist the Community of Beatty to adaptively reuse the Barrick Bullfrog site for new industry 
C. Expand business development, retention, and growth 

¶ Create a revolving loan fund program in cooperation with Nye County, an appropriately 
qualified non-profit, or a licensed financial institution 

¶ Establish criteria for issuing small, low-cost, low-interest loans to businesses 

¶ Develop criteria for Catalyst Fund Applications for local approval before forwarding to the 
State (i.e. number of jobs, contribution to tax base, etc.) 

¶ Establish business incubators to accommodate new business in Pahrump and Tonopah 

¶ Sponsor periodic business development training and counseling session in Nye County 
D. Align industrial sector development with state initiatives 

¶ Interview and establish working relationships with the GOED Industry Specialists for each 
key target sector identified in the CEDS to obtain recommended approaches to efficiently 
market each target sector industry 

¶ Obtain membership and/or cooperative agreement, as appropriate, with each RDA pursuing 
the same target sector(s), as appropriate (i.e. based upon geographic location) 

¶ Prepare a list of potential industrial park locations and other infrastructure necessary to 
attract and retain target sector industries 

E. Connect workforce to jobs 

¶ Initiate quarterly meetings with educational, training, workforce, and related stakeholders 
to improve intra-county coordination and communication 

F. Understand and expand international opportunities 

¶ Obtain approval for an EB-5 Regional Center and associated investment in Nye County 
G. Promote regional collaboration and other partnerships 

¶ Establish formal cooperative agreements between NCREDA and up to three other RDAs 
within the State and/or membership in other RDAs to leverage marketing efforts, coordinate 
business recruitment activities, and promote synergistic target sector business development 
opportunities 

H. Use redevelopment programs to promote sustainable economic growth 

¶ Redevelop three to five properties in Nye County 
I. Increase opportunities for locally managed economic incentives 
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¶ Develop and submit a Bill Draft Request to the Nevada Legislature to provide authority to 
counties, within strictly defined boundaries, on a State-wide basis for the provision of 
incentives to new and existing businesses 
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4 Amargosa Valley, Nevada 
 
Amargosa Valley, Nevada, formerly known as Lathrop 
Wells, is a quiet, friendly hamlet set in a region of historical 
significance on the southern Nevada-California border. 
Situated in a desert of the same name, it is flanked by the 
Funeral Mountains to the west, the Nevada National 
Security Site (NNSS) on the north, and Yucca Mountain to 
the east. The Town of Amargosa Valley is located 
approximately 88 miles northwest of Las Vegas, 35 miles 
northwest of Pahrump, 30 miles southeast of Beatty, and 
seven miles north of Death Valley Junction, California. The 
desert and Town were named for the Amargosa River. 
 

4.1 Background and History 
Since the early mining days, Amargosa Valley has been the site of many booms and busts related to 
mineral resource and Nevada Test Site, now known as the NNSS, activity cycles.   
 
Ancient campsites dating back to the last ice age, at least 10,000 years ago, suggest an ancient people 
ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΦ !ƳŀǊƎƻǎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ !ǎƘ aŜŀŘƻǿǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛstorically 
drawn travelers crossing the arid west.  Amargosa was home to Indians who moved from one watered 
area to another until the California Gold Rush brought miners and settlers through the Amargosa Valley. 
Horse traders opened a trail through the Amargosa Valley in 1830.  The first documented entry into the 
valley by non-native settlers came in 1849 when forty-niners, who became lost trying to find a shortcut 
to southern California, crossed the valley before wandering into Death Valley. When mining declined in 
the early 1880s, most of the homesteaders were forced to abandon their lands.   
 
The next period of growth in Amargosa Valley occurred in the early 1900s, with the first community in 
the Amargosa Valley and the building of the railroads. In 1906, the Las Vegas and Tonopah (LV&T) line 
linked Las Vegas to Goldfield.  Amargosa became the main shipping point for the communities of 
Johnnie and Greenwater to the south.  Jack Longstreet is perhaps the most famous local character.  He 
married an Indian Squaw, and they lived in Ash Meadows for a while before moving to the Tonopah 
area.  Francis M. Smith, known as the Borax King, had a profound influence on Amargosa when, in 1904, 
he built the Tonopah and Tide Water (T&T) Railroad through Amargosa Valley to move borax, gold, 
silver, lead and people to and from Ludlow, California and Tonopah, Nevada and to serve other 
important mineral mining and processing operations in the surrounding region.  One of his dreams was 
to create farming land in the watered Amargosa Valley, ensuring passengers and freight for his railroad.  
The old T&T rail bed can still be seen as it passes through Amargosa down to Death Valley Junction.  
Smith started the T&T Ranch shortly after the completion of his railroad.  
 
Historically, mining has been the primary economic source in Amargosa until the Billy Borax Mine in 
adjacent Death Valley National Park closed.  The American Borax Company processing mill in Amargosa 
has also closed. The cattle ranches in Ash Meadows were of economic importance along with the Borax 
mining operations in the Valley during the 1950s until fairly recently when Ash Meadows National Wild 

Photo: Alfalfa field in Amargosa Valley  
Photo courtesy of TerraSpectra Geomatics. 
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Life Refuge was established. Clay mining is still in 
operation at Industrial Mineral Ventures plant, 
commonly referred to as IMV. St. Cloud Mining 
Company has a plant within the Ash Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge near the southern 
entrance to the Refuge. 
 
Today, the Town serves as a gateway to an 
incredible array of natural wonders in the 
surrounding landscape. Ash Meadows National 
Wildlife Refuge, located in Amargosa Valley, encompasses over 23,000 acres of spring-fed wetlands, a 
desert wetland ecosystem providing habitat for at least 25 species found nowhere else in the world.  
Thirteen species are endangered or threatened and most depend on the isolated springs and wetlands 
found here. This concentration of native species is considered to be the greatest of any local area in the 
United States. Nearby Big Dune is a staggering formation of sand dunes reaching approximately 300 feet 
above the surrounding landscape and is a favorite spot for off-road recreation. Big Dune is also a 
protected habitat for four sensitive beetle species, three of which are endemic to this single dune 
complex and are found nowhere else in the world. 
 
Agriculture is currently the main economic driving force in Amargosa Valley.  It is home to the largest 
dairy operating in Nevada, the Ponderosa Dairy, which feeds and milks approximately 8,000 dairy cows a 
day.  It takes a lot of alfalfa hay to feed the cows, and Amargosa has hundreds of acres of alfalfa fields 
with seven to nine cuttings per year.  In addition to the Dairy, the Anvil Ranch tree farm has several 
hundred acres of trees.  The T&T Ranch in operation since 1915 grows apricots, pistachios, almonds and 
pomegranates along with clean, weed-free alfalfa.  The Saddleback Orchard specializes in pistachios and 
grows them commercially for major food chains.  
 
Formerly, the Nevada Test Site followed by the Yucca Mountain Project brought residents to Amargosa, 
and now Amargosa Valley is on the verge of a new economic adventure into the worlds of solar energy 
and recreation and tourism, including international tourism. Recreation and tourism are not major 
economic contributors as of yet, but they provide the potential for economic diversification. 
 

4.1.1 Demographic and Socioeconomic Data 
Amargosa Valley has a population of 1,456.  The median age of the population is 38.2 years, with 74.8 
percent (1,089) age 16 and older and 16.6 percent (242) age 65 and older (2010 Census, Amargosa 
Valley CCD).  Table 8 (pg. 49) provides a summary of demographic and socioeconomic data for Amargosa 
Valley and Nye County. 
 
  

Photo: IMV Nevada.  
Photo courtesy of Mike Visher, NV Division of Minerals 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Round_Mountain_Gold&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoky_Valley




















http://solarreserve.com/
















http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duckwater_Indian_Reservation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Mountain_Wilderness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Mountain_Wilderness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas,_Nevada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely,_Nevada


























http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/nv/currant.htm
http://www.naco.org/Counties/Pages/FindACounty.aspx
http://www.onlinenevada.org/


http://archive.pahrumpvalleytimes.com/2008/Sep-05-Fri-2008/news/23729866.html
http://archive.pahrumpvalleytimes.com/2008/Sep-05-Fri-2008/news/23729866.html
http://www.epodunk.com/cgi-bin/genInfo.php?locIndex=17657
http://www.epodunk.com/cgi-bin/genInfo.php?locIndex=17657
http://www.tonopahnevada.com/tpu.html


http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/gazetteer/gazette.html
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